November
Birthdays

Alexis Bolles
Haddon Brock
Coy Cargill
Nicholas Castro
Cecilia Crimmins

COUNTRY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Dates To Remember:

Nov.. 7th.- Fall Back one hour

Nov 11th- Closed...Observing Veterans Day

Nov. 12th- Chapel

Nov. 19th- Thanksgiving Parties/Free Dress

Nov. 22nd- 26th.-Thanksgiving Holidays - School Closed'for the
week/ Childcare Monday 22nd. & Tuesday 23rd. ONLY

SZ?;’::tHz";S:’fs ***Closed Wed. 23rd- 26th Friday
Leah Francis Parents!
Addilyn Hulstrum - CCS Wish List
Hargun Kaur O?iﬁi?r ?;:?:t)g (;}x}i tsels(a ;I:i_ » We ALWAYS.Need
Olivia Kelly-Salazar I | Clorox Wipes
Jeremiah Kennison . hisswe
Maverckiamar V1. 5 = 0 oo Thank you for your continued
And note our lost & found wﬂl ‘; support!
Joce_l¥ n Neufeld only be kept for ONE week at a
Oli via Olvera time so look at your child’s
Paige Ozoral check out gate
Molly Patterson Or red box in office.
Garrett Patrick . RS

Gracie Pettit .

‘**November’s Gwmg Project At Country Chrlstlan $choo|**

Mssg'?lg:er we will be collecting donations for Samaritan’s Purse Mm,ust@:
Mrs.s Gayle operation Christmas Child

From November 5% until the 159 ONLY

% if each student brings just ONE item... each classroom can fill several
i shoeboxes of LOVE***

Donations tdeas: shoeboxes, small stuffed animals, small books,

notepads, coloring books, crayons, pens, pencils, erasers, stickers,
novelty socks.

somevmber these tkemas are ftdng tnto 0 SHOE BOX! Thawnks!il |



Life can be so irritating. It's usually the little things that annoy me the most. The lost set of keys or misplaced cell
phone. The ice-maker that quits working before a party ... the little things.
But there are times when people are the problem, showing up unexpectedly or calling when I'm running late.
Been there?
I 'm convinced God uses these tiny irritations as “heavenly sandpaper” to rub off our rough edges.

| was invited to speak for a women’s conference based on the theme, “Pearls of Wisdom.” When | arrived, every
woman was wearing pearl necklaces, bracelets, or pins. Treasure chests overflowing with pearls decorated each
table.
Everyone was excited and ready to go — except for one problem. | didn’t have any pearls. But this creative group of
ladies was not easily deterred. Before | knew it, | was wearing a stunning pearl necklace — and the pearls were the
real deal. Before | could utter one word of protest, the owner of the necklace said, “Don’t worry! Just give it back to
me at the end of the conference.”

It was a blistering summer day, and the air conditioning was having trouble keeping up with the size of the crowd.
By the time | finished speaking, | was “glowing.”
| forgot all about the pearl necklace until its owner quietly slipped up beside me and said, “I have to leave and need
to grab my necklace.” | apologized for perspiring all over her beautiful pearls. She laughed, “Actually, it's good for’
them. Human perspiration helps the pearls keep their luster.”
| am constantly amazed by the profound truths God has tucked into simple things. Isaiah 45:3 is one of those simple
truths that has changed my life and my perspective of trials.
“| will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places so that you may know that | am the LORD,
your God” (Isaiah 45:3 NIV).
This verse indicates that God has gone before us and, in every dark moment or painful circumstance, has buried a
treasure or stored a secret. The only way we can find the treasure or learn the secret is to pass through that dark-
ness. Some things cannot be learned in the light.
Pearls are formed when a piece of grit, sand or shell is trapped inside an oyster. The oyster protects itself from irrita-
tion by secreting a nacreous liquid that surrounds the irritant until it eventually becomes a pearl. In other words, that
once annoying irritant eventually becomes a valuable treasure.
Don’t miss this truth!
The greatest treasures in my life are products of the darkest times of my life — even when those dark times are a re-
sult of my wrong choices.
God takes even our mistakes, bringing good out of them. Paul said it well in Romans 8:28, “We know that all things
work together for the good of those who love God: those who are called according to His purpose” (HCSB). If we let
Him, God will use the results of our mistakes as the foundation for a new life. | am living proof of that truth.

A battle with clinical depression stripped away years of fear and doubt, leaving me with a new identity in Christ.

The inability to have biological children made it possible to adopt our son and daughter, giving my husband and me
a priceless treasure. =

Over the years, weaknesses have given way to strengths and failures have led to successes.

God has used it all for His glory and my good.
In God’s economy, a mess is the perfect setting for a miracle. A sliver of hope and a seed of victory are buried at the
center of every problem. God has gone before you. He has already been where He is asking you to go and made a

way.

God has buried a treasure in every problem. To find the treasure, we must go through the trial. So, when the tough
times come, just look for the pearls.

By: Mary Southerland




